ROCK FIGHT

Contributed by Craig T. Monroe

Late one cold winter evening in February 1862, Confederate guards on patrol in the Centreville Historic District thought they heard horses kicking against the wall of a barn.  They walked down old Braddock Road to the stream that runs between the present day Stone Church and an old barn.  There strung out across the road were two groups of men formed into two lines facing one another.  These men were Confederate soldiers yelling curses and throwing fist-sized rocks at one another.

The camp guards were Company I of the 4th Virginia Infantry, part of the famous Stonewall Brigade.  These men of the “college company” or “Liberty Hall Volunteers” were young Washington College students (present day Washington & Lee University) who have often been referred to as “Stonewall’s Bodyguard”, for they were the headquarters sentries for Confederate General Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson.

The soldiers in the street were men of the 1st Louisiana Infantry, a.k.a 
“Wheat’s Louisiana Tigers,” named after Confederate Major Chatham Roberdeau Wheat, who banded together Bowie Knife wielding dock-workers from the wharves of 
New Orleans Louisiana.  Arrayed against them were men of the 1st Kentucky Infantry. 


By pointing rifles with bayonets at the soldiers, the camp guards broke up the fight.

Realizing that the feuding soldiers were drunk, the guards searched for the source of the liquor.  In the cellar of a home occupied by a sutler (store owner) they discovered flour barrels in which whiskey bottles had been hidden.  To restore order, the guards poured the liquor into the “Thames”, the little stream that runs between the Old Stone Church and the barn.  Despite their efforts, the guards soon saw numerous pairs of feet sticking over the edge of the stream as soldiers put their mouths into the stream to lap up the “whiskey and water on ice.”

Coincidentally, Chatham Roberdeau Wheat was a cousin of James M. Roberdeau, who lived at Royal Oaks here in Centreville prior to the war (Wheat grew up in Alexandria). Both men were descendants of General Daniel Roberdeau, a Revolutionary War soldier and statesman. To learn more about Centreville’s history first hand, “Come Home to Centreville” on Saturday, September 17 for Centreville Day!

